
  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Indus Va l ley  c iv i l i za t ion,  one of  the  wor ld ' s  o ldes t ,  f lour i shed dur ing the 3rd and 2nd 

mi l lenn ia B.C. and ex tended in to nor thwes te rn Ind ia.  Aryan t r ibes  f rom the nor thwes t  

in f i l t ra ted onto the Ind ian subcont inent  about  1500 B.C. ;  the i r  merger w i th  the  ear l ie r  

Drav id ian inhabi tants c rea ted the c lass ica l Ind ian cul ture.  The Maurya Empire of  the  4th 

and 3rd centur ies B.C. -  which reached i ts  zen i th  under ASHOKA - un i ted much of  South 

As ia .  The Golden Age ushered in by the Gupta dynas ty  (4 th to 6 th centur i es A.D. )  saw a 

f lower ing of  Ind ian sc ience,  ar t ,  and cul ture .  I s lam spread across  the subcont inent  over  a 

per iod of  700 years .  In  the 10th and 11th centur ies ,  Turks and Afghans invaded India and 

es tab l i shed the Delh i  Sul tanate .  In  the ear ly  16th century,  t he Emperor  BABUR es tab l i shed 

the Mughal  Dynas ty which ru led Ind ia for more than three centur ies .  European exp lorers  

began es tab l i sh ing footholds  in Ind ia dur ing the 16th century.  By the 19th century ,  Great 

Br i ta in had become the dominant pol i t ica l  power on  the subcont inent .  The Br i t i sh Ind ian 

Army p layed a v i ta l  ro le  in both Wor ld  Wars .  Nonvio len t  res i s tance to Br i t i sh ru le,  led by 

Mohandas GANDHI and Jawahar la l  NEHRU,  eventua l l y  brought  about  independence in 

1947. Communal  v iolence led to the subcont inent ' s  b loody part i t ion,  which resul ted in  the 

creat ion of  two separa te s tates,  Ind ia and Pakis tan.  The two count r ies  have fought  three 

wars s ince independence,  the las t  o f  which in 1971 resul ted in Eas t  Pak is tan becoming the 

separa te nat ion of  Bangladesh.  Ind i a ' s  nuc lear weapons tes t s in  1998 caused Pak is tan to 

conduct  i t s  own tes t s that  same year.  In  November  2008,  te r ror i s t s  a l legedly  or ig ina t ing 

f rom Pakis tan conducted a ser ies  of  coord inated a t tacks  in  Mumbai,  Ind ia ' s  f inanc ia l  

cap i ta l .  Desp i te press ing problems such as s ign i f icant  overpopula t ion,  env i ronmenta l  

degradat ion,  extens ive  pover t y,  and widespread cor rupt ion,  rap id economic deve lopment i s  

fue l ing Ind ia ' s  r i se on the wor ld s tage.  

GEOGRAPHY 

Location Southern As ia,  border ing the Arabian Sea and the Bay of  Bengal ,  between 

Burma and Pakis tan  

Area 3,287,263 sq km 

Climate var ies  f rom t rop ica l  monsoon in south to tempera te in nor th  

Natural Resources coal  ( four th- larges t  reserves in the wor ld ),  i ron ore ,  manganese,  mica,  

baux i te,  rare ear th e lements,  t i tan ium ore,  chromi te,  na tura l  gas,  

d iamonds,  pe t ro leum,  l imes tone,  arab le  land  

Total Renewable 

Water Resources 

1,907.8 cu km (1999)  

 COUNTRY DATA:INDIA: Information from the CIA World Factbook  



Freshwater 

Withdrawal 
to ta l :  645.84 cu km/yr  (8%/5%/86%)  

per  capi ta:  585 cu m/yr  (2000)  

Natural Hazards droughts;  f lash f loods,  as  we l l  as w idespread and dest ruc t ive f looding 

f rom monsoonal  ra ins;  severe thunderstorms; ear thquakes  

vo lcanism:  Barren Is land (e lev.  354 m,  1,161 f t )  in the Andaman Sea has 

been ac t ive in recent  years  

Environmental 

Issues 

de fores ta t ion;  so i l  e ros ion;  overgraz ing; deser t i f ica t ion;  a i r  pol lu t ion f rom 

indus t r ia l  e f f luents and veh ic le emiss ions;  water pol lu t ion f rom raw sewage 

and runof f  o f  agr icul tura l  pes t ic ides;  tap water  i s  not  potab le throughout  

the count ry;  huge and growing popula t ion i s  overst ra in ing natura l  

resources 

PEOPLE 

Population 1,173,108,018 (July 2010 est . )  

Ethnic Groups Indo-Aryan 72%, Dravidian 25%, Mongoloid and other 3%  

(2000)  

Religions Hindu 80.5%, Musl im 13.4%, Christ ian 2.3%, Sikh 1.9%, other 

1.8%, unspeci f ied 0.1% (2001 census)  

Languages Hindi  41%, Bengal i  8.1%, Telugu 7.2%, Marathi 7%, Tamil  5.9%, 

Urdu 5%, Gujarat i  4.5%, Kannada 3.7%, Malayalam 3.2%, Oriya 

3.2%, Punjabi 2.8%, Assamese 1.3%, Maithi l i  1.2%, other 5.9%  

note:  Engl ish enjoys the status of subsidiary of f ic ial  language but 

is the most important language for nat ional, pol i t ical,  and 

commercial communicat ion; Hindi  is  the most widely spoken 

language and primary tongue of 41% of the people; there are 14 

other of f ic ial  languages: Bengal i ,  Te lugu, Marathi,  Tamil ,  Urdu, 

Gujarat i ,  Malayalam, Kannada, Oriya, Punjabi, Assamese, 

Kashmir i ,  S indhi, and Sanskri t ;  Hindustani  is a popular variant of 

Hindi/Urdu spoken widely throughout northern India but is not an 

off icial  language (2001 census)  

Literacy Rate 61%  

Major Infectious 

Diseases 
degree of  r i sk :  h igh 

food or  waterborne diseases:  bac ter ia l  d iar rhea, hepat i t i s  A and E,  and 

t yphoid fever  

vec torborne d iseases:  ch ikungunya,  dengue fever ,  Japanese encephal i t i s ,  

and malar ia  

an imal contac t  d isease:  rab ies 



water  contac t  d isease:  lep tosp i ros i s  

note:  h igh ly  pathogenic  H5N1 av ian inf luenza has been ident i f ied in th i s  

count ry ;  i t  poses a negl ig ib le  r i sk w i th ex t remely  ra re cases poss ib le  

among US c i t i zens who have c lose contact  w i th  b i rds (2009)  

GOVERNMENT 

Type federa l republ ic  

Independence 15 Augus t  1947 ( f rom the UK)  

Constitution 26 January  1950;  amended many t imes  

Legal System based on Engl i sh  common law; jud ic ia l  rev iew of  leg is la t ive ac t s ;  accepts 

compulsory  ICJ jur i sd ic t ion w i th reservat ions;  separa te  personal  law codes 

apply to Chr is t ians,  Hindus,  and Musl ims  

ECONOMY 

Agricultural 

Products 

r ice ,  wheat ,  o i l seed, cot ton,  ju te,  tea,  sugarcane, len t i l s ,  on ions,  

pota toes;  da i ry  products ,  sheep, goats ,  poul t r y ;  f i sh  

Industries tex t i les,  chemica ls,  food process ing,  s tee l ,  t ranspor ta t ion equipment,  

cement,  min ing,  pe t ro leum, machinery,  sof tware,  pharmaceut ica ls  

Import 

commodities 

c rude oi l ,  p rec ious s tones,  machinery,  fe r t i l i ze r ,  i ron and s tee l ,  chemica ls  

Import Partners China 10.94%,  US 7.16%, Saudi Arab ia 5.36%,  UAE 5.18%, Aus t ra l ia  

5.02%,  Germany 4.86%,  S ingapore 4.02% (2009)  

Export 

Commodities 

pe t ro leum products,  prec ious s tones,  machinery,  i ron and s tee l ,  chemica ls,  

veh ic les,  appare l  

Export Partners UAE 12.87%, US 12.59%, China 5.59% (2009)  

Per Capita GDP $3,200 (2009 es t . )  

Population below 

poverty line 

25% (2007 es t . )  

 

*CITATIONS: All information included above is extracted from the CIA World Factbook except where noted. 


